
Science - Year 1 – Spring Part 1 – What makes a plant a plant?

Glossary:
 Invertebrate—an animal lacking a

backbone

 Vertebrate—animal with a backbone

 Mammals—humans and all other warm
blooded vertebrates. They feed their young 

with milk and have a more developed brain.

 Amphibians—small vertebrates that need 

water, or a moist environment to survive.

 Fish—an animals that lives in water and has 

fins for swimming and gills for breathing

 Insects—creatures that have bodies in

three segments that are protected by a

hard shell

 Bacteria—small organisms, or living things, 

that can be found in all natural

environments. They are made of a single

cell.

 Fungi—A group of living organisms which 

are classified in their own kingdom. They 

are not animals, plants or bacteria.

 Microorganisms—living things that are too 

small to be seen with the naked eye.

Sticky Knowledge:

What I need to know by the end of this unit:

• A plant is a living thing that grows.
• Plants make new plants. 
• Trees are plants. 
• Trees have different parts which do different things.
• There are different types of trees including oak, sycamore 

and pine. 
• Leaves on some trees can change colour and are shed. 
• Some trees are deciduous and some trees are evergreen.  

Vocabulary Focus:

trunk – the main support of the branches and leaves. 
leaves – the part of the tree where the food is made that grows 
from the branches.
branches – the woody part that grows from the trunk.
roots – the part of a plant that grows underground.

Can you match the key words above to the image shown on 
the right?

deciduous – trees where leaves drop off each year. 
evergreen – trees that keep their leaves all year round. 
plant – a living thing that grows. 


