
Art - Year 3 – Unit 2 - Spring–How do artists use colour?

Glossary:
• Invertebrate—an animal lacking a 

backbone

• Fish—an animals that lives in water and has 

fins for swimming and gills for breathing

• Insects—creatures that have bodies in 

three segments that are protected by a 

hard shell

• Bacteria—small organisms, or living things, 

that can be found in all natural

environments. They are made of a single

cell.

• Fungi—A group of living organisms which 

are classified in their own kingdom. They 

are not animals, plants or bacteria.

• Microorganisms—living things that are too 

small to be seen with the naked eye.

Sticky Knowledge:

What I need to know by the end of this unit:

Vocabulary Focus:

Express means to show or communicate your thoughts, feelings, or 
ideas. 
Tertiary comes after secondary or is the third level.
Adjacent means next to or besides something
Complementary colours are colours that sit opposite each other on the 
colour wheel and contrast, making each other more vibrant.
Harmonious colours are colours that are adjacent to each other on the 
colour wheel and make each other calmer.
Depth is how far something goes back or looks as though it goes back.

How does the  use 
of colour in 

artwork effect the 
viewer?

• To know that artists use colour to express ideas, mood, and emotion.

• To know how to select and mix colours purposefully to match observed 

tones. 

• To know how to choose and apply colour purposefully.

• To know how colours relate — some contrast while others harmonise.

• To know how paint can be layers to build up rich colour and tone.

• To know which brush and effect to use for the mark/image being painted

How do artists express their 
feelings using colour?
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